
ESS Creates Interchangeable Prescription Lenses for its CDI™ Sunglasses

April 21, 2005.  Sun Valley, ID.

To meet the needs of their customers who require corrective lenses, ESS has launched a new prescription insert 

accessory for their popular CDI™ sunglasses.  This new insert allows for the rapid interchange of multiple lens 

types – clear and tinted, or prescription and non-prescription – all in one sunglass frame.

The CDI™ sunglasses include two sets of interchangeable lenses, which can be swapped out by sliding the 

lenses in and out of the frame.  Now, ESS is introducing the CDI™ Prescription Insert system, which consists 

of a pair of lens carriers that slide in and out of the frame just like the standard CDI™ lenses.  The lens carriers 

can be fitted with prescription lenses by any optometrist, and then inserted in the CDI™ frame.  

This system is ideal for those who want to have clear and tinted prescription lenses, or those who occasionally 

wear contact lenses and want their sunglasses to be able to accommodate either standard lenses or prescription 

lenses.  

Important safety note for sunglass users operating in proximity to fragmentation hazards: 
ESS strongly recommends that optometrists use only high-impact polycarbonate prescription lenses to optimize impact resistance in the 
CDI™ sunglass.  With the standard, non-prescription polycarbonate CDI™ lenses installed, the sunglass meets all the requirements of 
ANSI Z87.1 and the MIL Specification MIL-PRF-31013.  Due to the variability of prescription lens shapes, materials, and thicknesses, 
it is impracticable to determine if the sunglass system is compliant with those impact standards when a prescription lens is installed.  
High-impact polycarbonate prescription lens material will maximize the impact resistance of the system well beyond that offered by 
CR-39 resin or other common materials used in prescription lens manufacturing.
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For Immediate Release

Eye Safety Systems, Inc. (ESS) creates advanced eye protection systems for military, law enforcement, and fire/
rescue professionals.  Designed for the planet’s most hostile and unforgiving environments, ESS products feature 
cutting-edge technologies and patented innovations to ensure peak performance and uncompromised eye safety.  

Headquartered in Sun Valley, Idaho, ESS is a leader in eyewear sold to the US military and firefighting markets.  ESS 
eyewear is sold in over 70 countries.  For more information, please visit www.essgoggles.com.
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